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Huge Payoffs in World Cup
Biathlon Events

Northern Maine began 2011 by welcoming thousands of
international athletes and spectators to two World Cup
Biathlon events. Although the events wrapped up in February,
APP expects Northern Maine to reap long term economic
benefits. Read more in our feature article.

Also, Northern Maine Community College is adding a Center
for Excellence, thanks to one of the largest single donations
ever to a college in the State of Maine and congratulations to
both the town of Fort Fairfield and a Presque Isle hotel for
recent awards.

Read more about our great accomplishments here in Northern
Maine!

Walt Elish, President & CEO, APP

Mobilize Northern Maine Launches IT Industry
Cluster

The Mobilize Northern
Maine (MNM) Information
Technology (IT) Industry
Cluster members recently convened the first
networking event in Aroostook County. This event
brought together IT professionals from around the
County and state to share ideas and learn about
opportunities.

"With dozens of small and large technology
businesses located throughout the County, we
wanted an opportunity to get everyone together,
exchange business contacts, and talk about how to
grow the IT industry in Northern Maine," said
Stephen Dame, President of 207 Technology Group
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More than 25,000 European athletes, their
trainers, staff and spectators converged on
Presque Isle and Fort Kent in February for

World Cup biathlon events.

The estimated economic impact in the
region tops $7.5 million. The founder of the
Maine Winter Sports Center, Andy Shepard,

told Mainebiz the impact is measured in
long range numbers as well. 120 million

television viewers in Europe watched the
biathlon events unfold over four days.

"The hope is that those 120 million people
watching would connect with Aroostook

County and want to find out more about it,"
said Shepard. "I hope in three, four, five
years we have been able to continue the

momentum from those 120 million
impressions and we are driving people to

Aroostook County as a result."

The Maine Winter Sports Center has
produced a website specifically for

European visitors. The site,
www.discovernorthernmaine.com  includes

German and French translation.

MMG Insurance in Presque Isle was one of
the local event sponsors. Senior MMG VP

Matt McHatten told Mainebiz the region
should reap long term benefits.

"We're known for having a long, snowy
winter and in the sport of biathlon that's a

huge advantage," said McHatten. "It's
definitely going to bring another dimension
to what we're known for as a region and as

a state."

Read more about the economic impact of
the World Cup Biathlon in Mainebiz

Inc. and organizer of the event.

In addition to networking opportunities the group
discussed a unique IT business development
potential, the "Aroostook County Outsourcing
Collaborative." The purpose of the Collaborative is
to bring together the different IT companies in the
County and market their unique services as a
collective to companies throughout the country.

For more details on Mobilize Northern Maine IT
Industry Cluster activity and the IT Technology
Group, contact Walt Elish, APP, 207-498-8731,
1-800-509-2146. Or email Walt:
welish@appme.org

Find out more about IT developments in
Northern Maine at the Northern Maine
Development Commission website

Federal Grant To Fund Renovation of MMA
Railroad Track Saved from Cuts

A $10.5 million federal grant to help the state take
ownership of 233 miles of railroad track in northern
Maine has been saved.

The Federal Railroad Administration and the Maine
Department of Transportation have reached an
agreement that secures the grant funding.

The funding, part of federal TIGER program grants,
was in jeopardy as the U.S. House of
Representatives proposed a bill to eliminate
transportation infrastructure grants from the federal
budget. The agreement between the railroad
administration and the DOT ensures the funds will
be released even if the House-passed bill becomes
law.

The state in October reached an agreement with
Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway to buy the
tracks, which the company planned to abandon due
to loss of revenue. The grant will fund track
improvements.

Read more about the MMA funding grant in
Mainebiz
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Fort Fairfield Honored for Energy Efficiency
Changes

Efficiency Maine, an independent statewide Maine
agency created to promote energy efficiency and
renewable energy programs, recently honored Fort
Fairfield with the agency's "Recognition Award" for
the town's commitment to reduce energy costs.

Fort Fairfield was the first town in the state to
receive this recognition.

Fort Fairfield used a $58,290 grant from Efficiency
Maine to replace 174 street lights with high
efficiency LED lights. The Town also received
$45,675 as a rebate for using energy efficient
materials. The total project cost was completely
funded the through the Efficiency Maine grant and
rebates.

Officials with Efficiency Maine estimated that the
move will save the town approximately $19,000
each year for at least the next 12 years. Annual
energy costs for Fort Fairfield's street lighting
system will be reduced from $23,600 down to
$4,600 per year.

Read more about Fort Fairfield's Efficiency
Maine award

Northern Maine Small Businesses See
Reduction in Electricity Costs

Standard offer electricity rates for residential and
business customers in northern Maine are
scheduled to drop by double-digit percentages.

:: welish@appme.org
:: http://www.appme.org

:: 1-800-509-2146
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The prices are a 15% drop for the residential and
small business class, a 21% drop for the medium
commercial class and a 10% decrease for larger
industrial users. The prices are effective March 1
and will be in effect for a three-year term.

The standard offer applies to about 75% of the
electricity used by customers in Maine Public
Service's distribution region in northern Maine,
according to the release. Maine & Maritimes Corp.,
parent company of Maine Public Service, was
recently acquired by Canadian utility and Bangor
Hydro Electric Co. parent company Emera Inc.

NMCC Establishes Center for Excellence in
Alternative Energy

Northern Maine Community College recently
received a $1.2 million dollar gift in memory of a
Silicon Valley businessman, whose wife lived in
Aroostook County.

California resident and Presque Isle native Mary
Smith has donated the $1.2 million gift in honor and
memory of her late husband Rodney Smith, a
pioneer in the semiconductor industry.

Tim Crowley, President of NMCC, said the gift from
Mary Smith is one of the largest private
contributions ever given to a community college in
Maine and the largest donation to date to an
Aroostook County higher education institution.
Leaders of NMCC said the gift will be used to
support the establishment of the Center for
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Excellence in alternative energy.

Read more about the NMCC $1.2 million gift in
the Bangor Daily News

Presque Isle Hampton Inn Receives Industry
Kudos

APP congratulates the Presque Isle Hampton Inn for
a recent industry award.

A testament to the County workforce, The Presque
Isle Hampton Inn recently received the Lighthouse
Award. The Lighthouse Award recognizes the top
5% of hotels in the Hampton Inn and Hampton Inn &
Suites system. The hotels are awarded based on
their product quality and guest satisfaction scores.

The Presque Isle facility was ranked 7th out of 1400
Hamptons.

Find out more about the Hampton Inn in Presque
Isle

Solar Panels Proposed for Brownfield at Loring

The Loring Development Authority (LDA) Board of
Trustees recently received a presentation and
proposal from a solar energy development group
concerning the company's interest in locating a
commercial scale solar farm at Loring.

Maine Energy Performance Solutions, based in
Washington, Maine, is interested in setting up a
large array of solar collector panels on sites where
former military dormitory buildings are buried, an
area now considered a brownfield.

Loring has several features that make a solar
installation attractive including a high concentration
of commercial electrical customers at Loring and
large tracts of open land. Also the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, a potential
supporter for the project with grant funding,
encourages such projects to utilize Brownfield sites.

According to the LDA, Loring could be an ideal
demonstration site. At least some of Loring's
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electrical customers could utilize the generated
power and benefiting from lower electrical rates
through "net metering," said Carl Flora, President
and CEO of the Loring Development Authority. A
study is planned to evaluate the financial and
technical feasibility of the proposed project.

Find out more about the solar energy proposal
for Loring in the Bangor Daily News

FEATURED PROPERTY: FORT KENT
FACILITY

This former MBNA facility, with 119 work stations, is
a Class A office space in impeccable condition. The
building has a card access security system and is
located adjacent to the University of Maine at Fort
Kent.

LOT SIZE: 28.6 acres

PARKING: Private, 93

CONSTRUCTION YEAR: 2000

ZONING: Residential

Visit www.appme.org for a complete list of
incentives
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